"Puripg 1939 Alr Reid P"“Pcautlans were organized *thlrs the Shire and
Leane (Belgréve) Was . a0 vo_.nteuD istrict Warden, laster fXimx succeeded bv
LB‘J"'nc (Bcl'rr"ve) snd F L. Bevan (Tecoma). ~As the 'threat of invasion

incressed, plans for evacuation of pfrt of ‘the ¢ivil pepulation of HNelbourne
to the hills were mﬁm prepared by C: C, Danoce, Shire Secretary, ond
F.L. Byrme snd by Aoril 1042 these were ready. to put .into effect at. 4 moment's
notice,  In the ﬂcontme Edmmd Dunco of ‘Tecoma-had establithed ag A.R.P.
Control Room in- a.emdall.ocottage he ovmed in Sandellé Road; Tecoma, end
nerve centre was linked by itelephone with every A R.B. post throughout the Shive,
and with hesdquarters in Melbourne. Mm%nbell cf—xmlgmve e
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preparéed to help in an emerg_ency and miex the conmu_ni’cy genherally wos alerted
for swift action.

There waS, howcvew;‘, one flaw in an otherwise effective organizétion.
Although a hosm.tal exlated, the 8113.*9 1acled an -apbulences This mesnt

in the ecent.of a bombm~ attack - then 8 very eal danger =— no smbialance was
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svailable o tmn port the injured.s” Mrs. H T:5.Chandler of The Basin,
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Red Cross ,Apu»m in-the foreftont of an .gppeal launched_'
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~with the object of raising sufficient funds to buy.a second-hand vehicle for use-—~
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s an ampulance, but such was the xmxpowm response that about £1,000 was raised }
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a matter of six weeks and the first Fern Tree Gully Shire Ambulsnce = a new .~ 4
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J&%ﬁ-ﬁ was purchased in ddsA Thic A bulsnece, st first manned by meanbers of 2

the Red Orossy was the first-vehiclé in the now well-esteblished sernce beeed S
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