
"During 1959 Air Re id P recau t ions were organised w i t h i n the Sli ire and 
> • 

Z. A Leane (Belgrave) was appointecLDistrlet harden, l s t e r P b M m x succeeded by 

F.L.Byme (Belgrave) and F L. Bcvan (Tecoma). A s the t h r e a t of invas ion 

increase^. , p l ans f o r evacuat ion of p e r t of t he c i v i l popula t ion of I lclboume 

t o the h i l l s were smcmtàxrH prepared by C. G. Dance, Sh i re S e c r e t a r y , and 

F-L. Byrne and by Apri l 1942 t he se were ready to put in to c f f e c t a t a moment's 

n o t i c e . In the meantime Sdraund Burke of Tecoma had e s t a b l i s h e d an A R.P. 

Contro l Room in a~small c o t t a g e he owned i n Sande l l s Road* Tecoma, and t h i s 

nerve c e n t r e was l inked by te lephone wi th every A R.P. pos t throughput the Sh i r e , 

and wi th headquar te r s in 1,Melbourne. AfiP. ¿V "Urn i U, ft. Gfimr.ibell- tçrf* JtraiiflMavp, •wiirihnTft 

n f l l iTi.i1 il I* i ftinlml M i ïïi J A I L L I I jiilimÉwT j i i I cl-isses^atifr.nn*«iT) by. . F H N -¿P 

prepared to he lp in an emergency and istkKr the community g e n e r a l l y was a l e r t e d 

f o r s w i f t ac t ion-

There was, however^ one flaw in an other. ' / ise e f f e c t i v e o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

Although a h o s p i t a l e x i s t e d , t he Sliire lacked an ambulance- Tills meant t h a t 
in the ecent of a bombing a t t a c k - then a ve ry r e a l clanger - no ambulance was 

a v a i l a b l e t o t r a n s o o r t t he i n j u r e d . ^ M r s . H.T.S.Chandler of( The Bas^n, * 
9Atr*C*»«4» w 4 ** ¡kit < 

sap'.'irbencient~ ,a^4k»HiQiii»1 Red Cross in t he f o r e f t o n t of an appeal launched 

wi th t h e o b j e c t of r a i s i n g s u f f i c i e n t funds t o buy a second-hand v e h i c l e f o r u s e -

as an am&ulanGe , but such was the rsxpsaxni response t h a t about 21,000 was r a i s e d > 
in a m a t t e r of s i x weeks and the f i r s t Fern Tree Gully Shire Ambulance - a. new 

- was purchased in 18(tj|»Jft Tlie A: hu l ance , a t f i r s t manned by members of 

the Red Cross,-was t he f i r s t v e h i c l e in t he now w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 3ervice t bwsed y" 
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