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1893. 14+th Sept. New Crs. Lyon§@, Cheldner snd Jones.

“893. Suire Hsll built. Craswford. Madigen.
R.H.KERR. 27th April 1893. R H.KERR writes to "The Argus":

I positively. sssert that the line of country proposed to be occupied is
totally umsuitdble for the purpose of village settlements, kt being s series of
betwily tinbered, deenp, steep e2nd abrupt gorges, very beautiful snd grand to

look 2nd wonder 2t, but unfit for the needy settlers.

There is not s pestch of it could be opened for less thsn £30 an ac. and
; truly believe there is not one family of those for whom this is thrown open
would ever permsnently settle there snd my advice is not to waste their enegery
time snd cepitsl on this Utopian scheme in the present form. It ogcurs to me
thet it is not their future sdvantege that is being considered but only to get
tid of their present importunities.

There is not & practiesl roed in the neighboourhood, those alresdy
surveyed csnnot be traversed with 10C 1lb. weight on pack-horses. The lowest
bed of the Sass. is sbout 1200 ft. sbove sea level snd is hemmed in with
mountsins 500 or 800 ft. over thet. Whst & lively aspect and prospect during
the coming winter. I trust the Minister will be courteous enough to hold his
hend until some public expression of opinion has been taken. I do not presume
to question the hon. gent's legsl right or intent ol purpose to slienste what
is understood to be s reserve.

I, with my collesgues the F T.G.S Councillors, as guerdisns of the
oeople s property in this district, claim the right to hsve & say on the
subject of recklessly end uselessly destroying this besuty spot of Vic,
useful for rec. ourposes and none other. Sr e we

For meny months past the Council hes been in corresp. with the Lends
Dept. to open up @ block of suitsble country only a2 little south of the
site intended and to which sccess is comp. easy by resson of roads made snd
maint. by the Shire, but this was refused mmd in consequence of an impression
thet it wes wented for water scheme. .. Now found to be en error - land is
still asvailable.

Now, as the subject is of more then local interest sand concerns those
who toil snd sre kxixmdxmm tied up in towns, to them I now eppeal to at once
come forwasrd snd sssist to protect this, their own exceptional heritege, the
grest nstionsl perk, with its gisnt trees, sass and fern gullies or if R,
for ever hold their pesce on matters of this kind.

The Quixotic visit of the Minéster of Lands on Thurs. last could not
have given him much knowledge of the subject or the capacity of the F.T.G.S%
whe e sres is 150 sq. miles. It was merely sn afternoon outing from 1 - 4;
therefore I sgrin tender our informstion end as-istsnce. Trusting this
effusion sltho' esrnest is not immoderste."  R.H.KERR.

J. S. CRAWFORD. Eollows: "The southern face of the Renge ...... is lesst
objéctionable end it consists of few gullies of greast besuty.

The sres svailsble is 3000 scs. snd this 2d4j. the eastern portion of the
proposed sres stated sbove ss two-thirds of the whale 7,000 acs. which could
be sdded without destroying the beatit. Ssss. gullies which hsve no equal in
the world. Fsirly easy access from what is known 28 the main Mx




